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Dear Friend of Isabel’s Gift:
What an exciting year for Isabel’s Gift!   We are celebrating another year of helping Maryland’s NICU families in need – and we are also celebrating our continued growth and expansion.  After five years as an all-volunteer organization, we are delighted to report we have finally hired our very first Isabel’s Gift employee – welcome, Kay Burgin, our new Isabel’s Gift Program Manager!  
Kay comes to us with more than ten years’ experience in the field of community health, and she is also a mom to two beautiful daughters.  We are thrilled to have her on our new “staff”, and know she is going to help Isabel’s Gift continue to serve Maryland’s NICU families in need.  Feel free to drop by our new office space in the Bay Ridge area (914 Bay Ridge Road, Suite 180) and say hello to Kay – she will be in the office working for us part-time beginning in December, 2009!
In addition to our wonderful new Program Manager, we are excited to announce the expansion of our Isabel’s Gift family support programs to the neo-natal intensive care unit at Johns Hopkins University Medical Center in Baltimore, a 45-bed facility serving children from all around the nation with serious medical needs.  We are now proud to offer support to NICU families at three major hospitals in the Maryland region – Anne Arundel Medical Center; Johns Hopkins University Medical Center; and the University of Maryland Medical Center.

*** SAVE THE DATE!  Our 4th Annual Bull and Oyster Roast fundraiser is scheduled for Friday, February 19th, 2010, at Michael’s 8th Avenue in Glen Burnie, MD.  Tickets are available now and are $40/person.  Please reserve your spot for this fun annual event.  We hope to see you there!  Call Kay at 443.510.2673 or visit our website at www.isabelsgift.org for more details!  ***

Thanks to continued support from wonderful donors like you, we have also helped more than 400 families with a premature or critically ill infant this year!  It is so rewarding to offer much-needed support to families whose children are admitted to the neo-natal intensive care unit (NICU).  We created Isabel’s Gift five years ago to help ensure families with children in the NICU don’t feel alone or forgotten, and since that time we have been able to support more than 2,000 NICU families in need.
Our Pink Heart Families assistance program also continues to provide much-needed assistance to NICU families struggling to keep their “financial heads above water”.  NICU families call on us for small cash assistance grants to help offset the financial hardships often endured when a child falls ill.  Our grants of up to $250 per family help cover transportation costs to and from the hospital; mounting medical bills; and daily necessities like formula, medication and diapers.  
“Thank you so much for your great organization.  It is a wonderful resource for parents struggling with a sick baby.” 

We are also pleased to announce the addition of some wonderful new Isabel’s Gift merchandise available for sale on our website.  We have Isabel’s Gift baby “onesies” available in a variety of sizes, as well as some lovely jewelry including custom-made pins in the shape of our signature Isabel’s Gift heart/balloon logo.  We are also offering our custom-made Isabel’s Gift water bottles for sale.  Take them with you to the gym, show your Isabel’s Gift spirit, and share the Isabel’s Gift story with others!  Please visit our website for more details about our terrific new merchandise line, and help us continue to raise money to support our critical programs.
We have accomplished much since our inception in 2004, but there is so much more still to do, and we need your help!  Please consider making a contribution with the enclosed envelope to help ensure our continued growth and success.  With your continued support, we can accomplish these goals and provide comfort and support to families with critically ill infants.
Thank you for your generous support of our programs, and we wish you a blessed and Happy New Year!







All the best,







Christa Grim, Board President







Isabel’s Gift

P.S.  Please remember your gift is tax deductible and can be made online at www.isabelsgift.org where you can allocate a one-time or a monthly donation.  Online, or by mail, your gift is appreciated by families in crisis.
Visit us on Facebook and become a “Fan of Isabel’s Gift”!
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